Sydney Festival 2027
Preview Guide
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF COUNTRY  
Sydney Festival acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands on which the Festival takes place. We pay our respects to Elders past and present, and recognise the continuing connection to lands, waters and communities.

WELCOME MESSAGES
A message from The Hon. John Graham MLC. Minister for Music and the Night-Time Economy.
"Congratulations to Kris Nelson and the Festival team on your program, and for finding so many exciting ways to connect people to our beautiful city and to each other. Sydney Festival reaches across our city and our communities — from Bondi to Bankstown, from Redfern to Campbelltown, from the inner city to Parramatta, Penrith and the south-west. Have a great festival. Enjoy Sydney!"
 A message from Clover Moore AO, Lord Mayor of Sydney.
“Sydney Festival lights up the city each January, bringing people together through creativity, culture and connection. As a proud partner, the City of Sydney looks forward to welcoming audiences from near and far to experience a program of world-class local and international artists, inspiring performances and memorable experiences across our beautiful city. Under the direction of Kris Nelson, the 2027 Festival showcases bold artistic voices while supporting the next generation of cultural leaders through initiatives such as Festival Commons. From free events to major performances, the Festival reflects the creativity and cultural richness of our city.”

A NOTE FROM KRIS
"Welcome to a summer where the world is at your fingertips, ready to be savoured. Here’s your call to get deep with dance, drama, dialogues and delights as we showcase the most exciting artists from across this nation and abroad. Whether digging into our brand-new entertainment hub at The Yard, or one of our many gigs, plays and installations across this great city, start your year with a feast for your mind, spirit and heart. Explore a monumental dance series, Dance Reflections; it's a dazzling array of the world’s most visionary choreography. Encounter life’s big stories with premiere theatre works from international trailblazers Dead Centre, Jaha Koo and Jéssica Teixeira. Select from a stellar line-up of Sydney’s star artists: Emma May Gibson, Megan Wilding, Jonny Hawkins and more. Get soulful with our Blak & Blues music hub at the Metro, witness two groundbreaking premieres of major Indigenous works by Nathan Maynard and Marrugeku, and literally take the plunge at the unreal art park waynapuni pools; it’s junked up cars transformed into saunas and steam baths.

You can electrify your imagination in new ways in familiar spaces like Sydney Opera House and Belvoir, take part in the buzz as we transform the Cutaway into a house of dance and explore the city’s brand new Powerhouse Parramatta. Throughout you can follow a trail of interactive, outdoor, free installations for families. From a choir of dream-laden kites to spectacular handmade Filipino parade costumes, this is a festival where you can make, build, play, watch and wonder. 
Summer's calling – how will you answer?"

Kris Nelson, Festival Director


THE YARD at Barangaroo Reserve
8 – 24 January

MEET, MINGLE AND TASTE THE BEST OF SYDNEY.

Over the past decade, Barangaroo has become an important Festival site for extraordinary public art, gatherings, and First Nations-led work. This year, we add a new chapter with the installation of waynapuni pools, a major new work by Benjamin Paul with Palawa Youth at Stargazer Lawn that is part art park, part immersive ritual experience. Around the pools we’ll have a new major public hub for you to relax in, revitalise at incredible pop-up restaurants, and have a whole lot of fun in a spectacular harbourside setting. Our new recreation destination is Sydney’s summer sweet spot: where food, art and the city meet in a special Festival space. Welcome to The Yard – it’s free, and it’s all yours.



DANCE REFLECTIONS BY VAN CLEEF AND ARPLES

New York. London. Shanghai. Now: Sydney.

This summer, Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels and Sydney Festival present a dazzling array of the world’s most visionary dancemakers. You don’t have to fly over seas to see the latest work from leading choreographers: they are here, exclusively in the best city (hey, that’s us), from The Cutaway to Powerhouse Parramatta, Carriageworks to the Sydney Opera House, Seymour Centre to the Art Gallery NSW. Groove to house, gape at awe-inspiring aerial acrobatics, rave with queer futurists marching to their own beat; let yourself be swept up in the primal joy of collective movement. You're not just here to watch. You can be part of it, too. More than a dozen workshops led by these acclaimed artists—who work with stars like Beyoncé, Madonna, and Rosalia—will be held at the Sydney Dance Company. And that’s not all. Welcome to your dance era.

ABOUT DANCE REFLECTIONS

Profoundly attached to dance since its origins, the High Jewellery Maison Van Cleef & Arpels reaffirmed its commitment to the choreographic arts with Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels. Since its launch in 2020, the programme has been supporting companies and institutions for the creation and promotion of their works. This international outreach is reinforced by the Dance Reflections by Van Cleef & Arpels Festival, held worldwide. To encourage transmission and education, Dance Reflections also organises residencies for professional dancers and operations to raise awareness of choreographic culture open to all.

OUTSIDER
Rachid Ouramdane Ballet du Grand Théâtre de Genève
12–14 JANUARY
THE CUTAWAY
Australian Exclusive

On a cat’s cradle of tightropes, 20 dancers and four extreme sports athletes push bodies to their limits in this high-octane spectacle. Driven by the propulsive music of the late Julius Eastman, Outsider explores the dynamics of crowds, where risk, trust and collective momentum are in constant play.

MY FIERCE IGNORANT STEP
Christos Papadopoulos
20 & 21 JANUARY 
THE CUTAWAY
Australian Exclusive

Acclaimed Greek choreographer Christos Papadopoulos taps into the primal euphoria that underpins living and loving in this deeply felt, evocative act of collective dance that reclaims hope as an act of resistance in a time of despair.

CROSSOVER
(LA)HORDE
Ballet National de Marseille
23–25 JANUARY 
THE CUTAWAY
Australian Exclusive

Fresh from choreographing Rosalía’s LUX tour, the French collective making waves in film, fashion, music and dance arrive in Australia for the first time with a brand new show. Known for their collaborations with stars like Spike Jonesand Madonna, (LA)HORDE are a genre-melting breath of fresh air.

15 | 18
Tao YeTAO Dance Theater
16 & 17 JANUARY
THE CUTAWAY
Australian Exclusive
A stunning double-bill of the newest entries in Tao Ye’s celebrated Numerical Series, exploring the body as a universal language. Powered by relentless momentum, 15and18 flow together like ink across the stage, creating shifting geometric patterns and inhabiting the precise grace of Chinese calligraphy.

CONTRE-NATURE
Rachid Ouramdane
Compagnie de Chaillot
7 & 8 JANUARY 
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE
Australian Exclusive
Co-presented with Sydney Opera House

Ten performers move through mist in this ethereal meditation on the gravity of ageing. Every lift, catch, and fall in this poignant work is an exercise in grace and trust, asking, who holds you in the moments that matter most?

WE WEAR OUR WHEELS WITH PRIDE
AND SLAP YOUR STREETS WITH COLOR...
WE SAID ‘BONJOUR’ TO SATAN IN 1820...
Robyn Orlin 
14 & 15 JANUARY
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE
Australian Exclusive
Co-presented with Sydney Opera House.

Music, dance, and dazzling colour erupt in Robyn Orlin’s exhilarating tribute to Durban’s Zulu rickshaw pullers. Drawing on a remarkable history of creativity and resistance, this exuberant work pulses with humour, pride and unstoppable momentum.

IL CIMENTO DELL’ARMONIA E DELL’INVENTIONE
Anne Teresa de Keersmaeker & Radouan Mriziga Rosas, A7LA5
9–11 JANUARY
CARRIAGEWORKS
Australian Exclusive

Violin, dance, and a planet in crisis. Fourmenem body Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, giving form to spring, autumn, winter, and summer—and their breakdown. A kaleidoscopic and haunting vision that reminds us not even the canon is immune from climate change.

SOIRÉE D’ÉTUDES
Cassiel Gaube
9 & 10 JANUARY 
CARRIAGEWORKS
Free 
Australian Exclusive

An intimate and playful deconstruction of house dance. Performed primarily in silence, three artists embody rhythms you can only imagine, building to a musical climax. This hypnotic homage reveals the complex movements at the core of club culture.

ROOF PIECE
Trisha Brown 
Trisha Brown Dance Company
9 & 10 JANUARY
ART GALLERY OF NSW

Trisha Brown’s groundbreaking choreography transforms ordinary spaces. Situated in the Art Gallery NSW, this iconic dance adapts to the structure around it. A unique performance that reminds us built spaces are more than fit for purpose—every bit of the world around us can be a source of inspiration.

F*CKING FUTURE
Marco da Silva Ferreira
15–17 JANUARY
POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA 
Australian Exclusive
Co-presented with Powerhouse Parramatta

Eight figures storm an arena where club culture fronts up to military drill. Marco da Silva Ferreira’s slow-fuse explosive of a work dismantles ideas of masculinity through relentless movement, fierce physicality and radical joy. Think exhilaration as resistance.

MALDONNE
Leïla Ka 
8 & 9 JANUARY 
SEYMOUR CENTRE
Australian Exclusive

Known for her work with Beyoncé, choreographer Leïla Ka’s exhilarating international hit sees five extraordinary dancers bring to life the stories embedded in 40 thrift-store dresses. Maldonne reveals the threads of joy, vulnerability, and resilience woven in every woman’s life.

NGURRAGABU
Dalisa Pigram & Rachael Swain 
Marrugeku 
20–23 JANUARY 
CARRIAGEWORKS
World Premier Season

Step inside a vast petrified mangrove forest where dance, music and striking visual design combine to rewild the future. Marrugeku’s bold new work draws on a powerhouse ensemble of Indigenous and settler-diasporic performers from Australia, South-East Asia and Melanesia to question the cost of survival.


Blak Out
A major Presenting Partner for Blak Out is The University of Sydney.

A message from Aidan Rowlingson, Head of First Nations Programming. 

"Galangoor djali! As a proud Butchulla man, platforming Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists and making space for our stories to be told is an honour, while being in service to these lands and their communities is a privilege I strive to carry with respect. This program emerged from a year of deep listening: to Country, Elders, artists and community. Sydney is a place where stories from many Countries meet. When division feels louder than understanding, Blak Out asks us to gather with curiosity, generosity and willingness to listen. This year, we’re proud to welcome the University of Sydney as Major Presenting Partner of Blak Out. At the heart of this partnership is a shared commitment to platforming Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists, centring First Nations knowledge and making space for our stories to be told with ambition, complexity and joy.

Across the program, First Nations storytelling is in full force: generous, playful, collaborative, challenging, thriving and at the forefront of national conversations. Remembrance sits beside renewal. Truth-telling meets Blak joy. Custodial knowledges speak urgently to our shared future. We invite you to gather with us, listen deeply and celebrate boldly."
 
VIGIL
25 JANUARY 
REDFERN PARK
Free
Immersive 

On January 25th, you’re invited to gather, listen, and connect through ceremony and testimony. Sit by the campfires for a night of speeches and join yarning circles held by Elders and community leaders of the greater Sydney area for a collective journey of remembrance and reflection, honouring all that precedes us, and all that is yet to come.

WAYNAPUNI POOLS
Benjamin Paul with Palawa Youth
12–24 JANUARY
BARANGAROO RESERVE

Aboriginal teenagers join participatory artist and industrial designer Benjamin Paul to transform old cars into bathhouses, welding junkyard scraps into vehicles of reprieve, community and care. Dive into cold-plunge Commodores and unwind in hot-spring Falcons in a healing ceremony held by future leaders.

BLAK & BLUES
14–17 JANUARY 
METRO THEATRE

Sydney’s hottest new blues club is here. Your favourite and soon-to-be-favourite First Nations artists are taking over the Metro in a series of Blak on Black sessions, melding musical legacies with fire and tenderness. Think loss, yes, but think love first. Leanin, sing along and stay out late making new memories to the greatest soundtrack of all.

MO’JU SINGSBILL WITHERS
14 & 15 JANUARY
METRO THEATRE

MO’JU is a 3rd gender, 3rd culture kid with a singular voice. A multi award-winning Wiradyuri/Filipinx songwriter and performer, they now add their unique sonic fingerprint to Bill Withers’ classics –Lean On Me, Ain’t No Sunshine, Use Me– stripping them back and building them up again in their own image.

BUDJERAH SINGS DONNY HATHAWAY
16 & 17 JANUARY
METRO THEATRE

Platinum-selling, ARIA Award-winning artist Budjerah reaches across time to entera musical conversation with soul legend Donny Hathaway. In a set drawn equally from Hathaway’s catalogue and his own music, Budjerah traces a shared language of soul, honesty and irresistible groove, honouring an icon and the musical lineage that runs through his own remarkable sound.

SOLCHLD SINGSETTA JAMES
17 JANUARY
METRO THEATRE

Jamaican/Arrernte artist SOLCHLD steps into the fire and feeling of Etta James, bringing a fresh voice to one of soul music’s most enduring songbooks. Moving from aching ballads to rhythm-and-blues classics, this celebration honours James’ raw power, pure ability to turn heartache into song, and fearless vulnerability.

REDFERN RENAISSANCE
Angeline Penrith 
15–23 JANUARY
BELVOIR ST THEATRE
Co-presented with Belvoir St Theatre

Back by popular demand for the third year. Honouring the revolutionary art and activism of the 1970s National Black Theatre in Redfern, Wiradjuri Yu in actor Angeline Penrith offers an expanded series of performance readings and discussions that will galvanise and inspire in equal measure.


UP LATE WITH BIANCA HUNT
15–17 JANUARY
BELVOIR ST THEATRE
World Premiere
Co-presented with Belvoir St Theatre

Proud Kamilaroi, Barkindji, Ballardong and Whadjuk woman Bianca Hunt takes over Belvoir for three unforgettable nights packed with crackling conversations, surprise guests, hard laughs and great performances. The star TV presenter and author brings together artists, cultural trailblazers for smart, funny and distinctly Blak entertainment.

GAME.SET.MATCH.
Megan Wilding
Malthouse Theatre
7–24 JANUARY 
BELVOIR ST THEATRE
Co-presented with Belvoir St Theatre

Ray meets Joshua after the funeral of his mother, a tennis legend, and they hit it off in a night of bittersweet memories and sharp revelations. Award-winning actor and playwright Megan Wilding (Blackie Blackie Brown, Mystery Road) is joined by Rick Davies (Offspring, Apple Cider Vinegar) in a dark dramedy that is all aces.


THE BOY WHO FOUND HIS WAY HOME
Jillian Boyd-Bowie
Grin and Tonic Theatre
11–15 JANUARY 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Wagadagam man Jimi Bani (Mabo, The Straits) stars in Torres Strait poet Jillian Boyd-Bowie’s charming play about a big city boy relocating back to Country – and all the challenges along the way. From no-filter Aunties and mango season chores to a gripping fishing comp, this delightful coming of age story is directed by Jason Klarwein (My Name is Jimi, Cursed!


DEEP SURFACE
Jemima Wyman
FROM 21 JANUARY
UNSW GALLERIES

Teeming with dizzying colour and complex patterns, Palawa woman Jemima Wyman’s practice is a visually and politically charged exploration of camouflage, collective organising, democracy and dissent. Spanning three decades of work, this is the first career survey of her powerful multimedia practice.

EMILY IN SYDNEY
Emily Kame Kngwarreye
FROM 5 JANUARY
S. H. ERVIN GALLERY

Returning to the gallery that debuted her first painting, this is an expansive show case of a world-class artist drawn largely from private collections. The senior Anmatyerr lawwoman’s monumental style became a defining force in contemporary Aboriginal art and has been compared to Monet, Pollock, and Rothko.

THE LINE
Nathan Maynard & Dr Rachael Maza
 AMILBIJERRI Theatre Company
21–24 JANUARY
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE
World Premiere Season
Co-presented with Sydney Opera House

A major new work from acclaimed Palawa playwright, Nathan Maynard, this darkly comic and absurdist re-telling of the Frontier Wars in Lutruwita/Tasmania splices through to the present. An innovative time-bending performance piece, THE LINE is as much about the future as it is the past.

Theatre

DEAF REPUBLIC
Dead Centre & Zoë McWhinney
14–17 JANUARY
ROSLYN PACKER THEATRE
Australian Exclusive

In occupied Vasenka, a soldier shoots a deaf boy who can’t hear his orders—the next day, the townspeople are deaf. This tense and moving stage adaptation transforms Jewish-Ukrainian poet Ilya Kaminsky’s lyric poems into an urgent contemporary drama that shows us how grief and solidarity can reshape reality. Deaf Republic is performed through a mix of spoken English and Sign Language. Please see our website for full information on languages and accessibility.


HARIBO KIMCHI
Jaha Koo
8–11 JANUARY 
POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA
Co-presented with Powerhouse Parramatta
Theatre
Surtitles available for all performances.

Manning a pojangmacha – a late-night snack food stall – theatremaker Jaha Koo cooks Korean classics onstage for a pair of lucky audience members, while telling absorbing, amusing and absurdist anecdotes about migration, identity, racism and homesickness.

A LOVED WOMAN
Emma Maye Gibson & Karmyn Gibson
Performing Lines & Griffin Theatre Company
8–23 JANUARY 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS
World Premiere

Emma Maye Gibson (aka Betty Grumble) is an internationally lauded performance artist-slash-sex clown. Karmyn Gibson, a former bodybuilding champion and national aerobics titleholder, is her mother. She has strong opinions about what her daughter does for a living. Naturally, they made a show about it.

TRUCK DRIVER
Jonny HawkinsSoft Tread
15–23 JANUARY 
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

Hitch a ride with Bev on his 18-wheeler, as the ocker highway philosopher whisks you through outback beauty and expounds on an Australia that’s changing faster than he can accelerate. His drily witty yarns might be funny and more than a little crude, but you’ll find yourself identifying with this isolated, opinionated outback orator.

Comedy / Physical Theatre / Immersive 

CHATTER
Spencer Novich 
13–17 JANUARY
THE GRAND ELECTRIC

An award-winning clown whose credits include American Horror Story and Cirque du Soleil, Spencer Novich’s solo show is a surreal and deeply personal revelation. A twisted comic journey complete with naked balloon nightmares, eight-hour enemas, and shock-collar surprises.


ATOPIA
Marcus Whale
Campelltown Arts Centre & Performing Lines
20–23 JANUARY
CAMPBELLTOWN ARTS CENTRE
World Premiere
Co-presented with Campbelltown Arts Centre

From the mind of artist and composer Marcus Whale, this surreal hybrid of contemporary performance, live music, choreography and sound art blurs the boundaries between human and phantom, reality and dreamscape. Expect intense soundscapes and dramatic movements that reflect the fractured state of the world.


HANNAH GADSBY
7–10 JANUARY
ROSLYN PACKER THEATRE
Comedy 

You don’t know your foundation myth is happening when it’s happening. When it’s happening, it’s just happening. It takes a great deal of hindsight to look back on it and go...what happened?! That’s what’s happening here. Join Emmy, Peabody, and three-time AACTA award-winning Hannah Gadsby, AKA your favourite slow-processing but quick-witted comedian, as they tell some old stories with a new perspective.

Cabaret 

MONGA
Jéssica Teixeira
14–17 JANUARY 
SYDNEY THEATRE COMPANY, WHARF 1 THEATRE
Australian Exclusive

Multidisciplinary artist Jéssica Teixeira refuses to be othered. Inspired by the sordid history of Brazillian circus “freak show” acts, this award-winning solo show breaks free of form and fear with remarkable wit and verve. Music, comedy, poetry and a gentle splash of Cachaça—what more could you ask for?


NOTHING LIKE A GAME
Gillian Cosgriff
16 & 23 JANUARY
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE

A riotous variety show where quizzes and guest stars collide in gloriously unpolished chaos. With games ranging from niche musical knowledge to unskilled physical nonsense, this thrilling evening of never-to-be-repeated, slightly-too-competitive shenanigans is a sweet treat you won’t regret indulging.


HE’S SO UNUSUAL
Salty Brine
15–24 JANUARY 
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE
Australian Premiere
Co-presented with Sydney Opera House

Two “divine deviants” return to life to solve the case that cost them their careers in1930s glitteringly gay Manhattan. Cabaret sensation Salty Brine spins a camp murder caper through the medium of Cyndi Lauper’s beloved smash hit album, with biting repartee and fabulous vocals.

Family friendly and visual arts

FUTURE FIESTAS
Leeroy New
BANG-ON Collective
9–23 JANUARY 
DARLING HARBOUR
World Premiere
Co-presented with Blacktown Arts
Free 

Transforming discarded plastics into extraordinary costumes, Filipino artist Leeroy New creates a fantastic new world with Blacktown communities. Join in as rubbish becomes the building blocks of a brilliant future in hands-on craft workshops, and cast-offs become couture for a joyful public parade.


WAVERIDER
Joshua Thomson
Legs On The Wall
7–17 JANUARY 
BONDI PAVILION
Free

Performed on a giant inflatable wave at the iconic Bondi Pavilion, physical theatre superstars Legs On The Wall bring surf culture and jaw-dropping acrobatics together into an epic show. Stay after, as the set transforms into a play zone for everyone to enjoy.

KITE CHOIR
Holly Austin
7–10 JANUARY 
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE
World Premiere
Free

Wander through a fluttering field of huge, hand-crafted kites at the Sydney Opera House’s Northern Broadwalk. Each kite broadcasts the recorded wishes of children from around the world. In this enchanting aural dreamland, you can become part of a shared uplifting experience and try your hand at making your own.

Music 

ALI SETHI
8 JANUARY 
CITY RECITAL HALL
Australian Premier

Singer-songwriter and composer Ali Sethihad the world humming to his global hit ‘Pasoori’. One of TIME’s 100 Next stars, called ‘stealthily subversive’ by The New Yorker, his irresistible melodies and sultry beats are matched by poetic lyrics exploring love, faith and tradition.

THE PARTY
8 JANUARY FROM 10PM 
THE CUTAWAY
Free

Every festival needs a party—it’s actually the law—and what better place to cut loose than The Cutaway? Bringing together some of Sydney’s best party starters, in a mashup of scenes and crews, this one is for the night owls. Come for an after-hours jam in our opening weekend: the hottest DJs, surprise performances, secret side quests and spontaneous magic. Dance one hour, chill the next. Chase the dawn with old friends and new. There’s even a rumour of a sunrise swim to greet the next day.


ZAINAB + MUNASIBWITH SPECIAL GUESTS
16 JANUARY 
CITY RECITAL HALL

Your favourite artist’s favourite DJ Munasibhas curated a lineup of the hottest in international dance floor sounds for one night only, headlined by NYC/Lahore’s finest, ZAINAB (fka ZEEMUFFIN). With standout performances at Boiler Room, Glastonbury, Coachella, and Lollapalooza, ZAINAB’s soundscapes and electric parties dissolve borders and keep community at the core. Fresh off her debut EP release, Canal View, her debut Australian show is not to be missed.

THE OTHERS
Paul Grabowsky, William Barton, Kram & James Morrison
9 JANUARY  
CITY RECITAL HALL

The Others have a few non-negotiables: no discussion before a concert about what they will play, and absolutely no rehearsing. Instead, each performance unfolds in the moment, as the four unlikely collaborators– Paul Grabowsky, James Morrison, William Barton and Spiderbait’s Kram - tune in to each other’s melodies and create magic.


ONEFOUR & THE PENRITHCHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Penrith Performing & Visual Arts
22–24 JANUARY 
THE JOAN SUTHERLAND PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE

ONEFOUR and the Penrith Chamber Orchestra come from the same part of Sydney and have never shared a stage until now. This January they do, in a major new commission at The Joan in Penrith. Don’t miss Australia’s drill kings with a full string section on home turf.

SREY’S REFUGE, HOME AT LAST
Maggie Tra
16 JANUARY
BANKSTOWN ARTS CENTRE

DJ, label head, and musical polymath Maggie Tra honours her late mother in this deeply personal performance. Blending traditional Khmer dance with contemporary movement, and ancestral instruments with club-ready electronics, Tra creates a sonic journey that celebrates Cambodian diaspora, resilience and the enduring power of home.

THE DOUBLE BILL
Corin Ileto & Maggie Tra
15 & 17 JANUARY
BANKSTOWN ARTS CENTRE

Producer, performer and composer CorinIleto presents DIWA, a visceral audiovisual  exploration of Filipino ancestry and mythology, combining kulintang gong traditions with industrial percussion, granular synthesis and immersive VFX. Maggie Tra follows with Srey’s Refuge—together, these two singular artists create musical maps of memory and cultural inheritance.

ASIA PACIFICARTS AWARDS 2027
18 JANUARY 
POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA
Free

Returning to Sydney in 2027, Creative Australia’s Asia Pacific Arts Awards celebrates the exceptional artists and creative forces shaping the Asia-Pacific. Join us for an inspiring evening of connection, collaboration, and contemporary practice with artists and cultural leaders from across the region. Places are limited, so early registration is encouraged.

Summer School

"Summer School is a constellation of ideas, encounters and artistic knowledges, making space around Festival works for audiences and artists to linger with an idea. It begins with three key capacities: depth, spaciousness and agency, or the possibility of thinking deeply, slowly and freely. Borrowing from neuroscientist Anne-Laure Le Cunff’s description of these as “cognitive luxuries”, Summer School positions artists to facilitate other rhythms of attentiveness and being. 
Expect artist-led rituals, yarning circles, workshops, salons, roundtables, cooking demonstrations, game nights and prophecies. Come sit closely with the techniques inside a work, learn through inherited recipes and oral traditions, follow an artist into an idea that is still unstable, or simply be present in a room of people circling questions we cannot resolve alone. 
Festival Commons also returns as the generative heart of Summer School, bringing a growing cohort of Indigenous, Black and PoC cultural leaders together as they shape the future of what festivals can be."

Nithya Nagarajan, Artistic Associate.


FESTIVAL COMMONS
Now in its second year, Festival Commons is our structural intervention, offering mentorship and resourcing to six emerging Indigenous, Black and PoC festival-makers, curators and cultural convenors in Greater Sydney and the Asia Pacific. We’re assembling community leaders who are already hip-deep in creating and facilitating gatherings across artist-led spaces, skateparks, community kitchens, drag houses, garage parties, club nights, Discord servers, TikToks and more. Our goal is to connect and empower these tastemakers to expand the influence of their work.

Four participants from Greater Sydney and two from the Asia Pacific will join us for a tenday Festival Immersion experience, receiving structural support to deepen their practice through skills development, sector leadership opportunities and international exchange. They’ll be joined by Ratri Anindyajati, director of the Indonesian Dance Festival, who also helped shape the Asia engagement aspects of the program.

SILAH: FOR AS LONGAS YOU ARE HERE
Wasielah Noorsjamsi
7–25 JANUARY 
THE CUTAWAY

Western Sydney artist Wasielah Noorsjamsi’s public sculpture Silah(ṣila,ةَلِص)--meaning connection and the act of joining—creates a shared space within The Cutaway for assembly, co-presence and retreat. It is a place to gather and exchange, but also to chill without urgency, to practice the lost art of listening closely, and to let conversation unfold at the pace of instinct. From Tarot with Angela Dixtode constructing contemporary dance with Vicki Van Hout and Raghav Handa, and Mahjong Nightswith Nø Flowers 麻将 Mahjong Club, you’re invited to take “I don’t understand” as an opening gambit, to let confusion, delight and discomfort into the conversation, instead of ending it. No experience necessary: come for the salons, games or readings, and stay for the banter with unexpected new friends. See the full program online. 


TEST KITCHEN:THE SLOW DIGEST
Jaha Koo & Yujin Kim
10 JANUARY 
POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA
Workshop

Using fermentation as a medium, join us for a warm discussion with Korean theatremaker Jaha Koo which will explore the way we carry our homes with us through the food we eat, the stories we share, and the rituals we preserve. Followed by an interactive kimchi demonstration with Korean cook, fermenter, and coffee roaster Yujin Kim.


TEST KITCHEN: WHAT’S COOKING?
16 JANUARY
POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA
Talks 

Festival Director Kris Nelson is joined by esteemed artists Billy Bain, S. Shakthidharan and Vanessa Marian for a generous talk about the ideas, questions and new works beginning to take shape—alongside a live cooking demonstration by Bangali home-cook Shishir. Each guest leaves with a sweet treat to takeaway into the Festival frenzy!

BREATHING ARCHIVE
Jamie James & Victoria Spence
Performance Space
21–24 JANUARY 
ETERNITY PLAYHOUSE

Jamie James’ photographic archive and Victoria Spence’s stage presence bring Sydney’s queer history to life. Slide into this timestamped world of kinky clubs, performance artists, private intimacies, friendship, risk and radical self-expression. A tender and provocative homage to queer culture and the icons who keep its fierce heart beating.


SHAIVA KOOTHU
Kapila Venu
(India)
14–16 JANUARY 
POWERHOUSE PARRAMATTA
Australian Exclusive
Theatre 
Co-presented with Powerhouse Parramatta
One of Koodiyattam’s greatest living exponents, Kapila Venu offers a feminist reimagining of the fierce 6th-century Tamil saint Karaikkal Ammaiyar’s writing. In Shaiva Koothu, ancient ritual becomes startlingly alive: a body remembering its gods.

ARTIST TALKS
Keep the conversations sparked by our Festival flowing with this series of salons and roundtables featuring Festival artists and industry experts diving deep on their work, the joys and challenges in their art practice, and how they speak back to the world at large.

HOLDING SPACE: SOCIALLY ENGAGED PRACTICES
Leeroy New, Holly Austin, Benjamin Paul
14 JANUARY 
THE CUTAWAY
Hosted by Paschal Berry

ACCESS AS FESTIVAL PRACTICE
Dead Centre & Jéssica Teixeira
15 JANUARY 
THE CUTAWAY
Hosted by Morwenna Collett

WESTERN SYDNEY SPOTLIGHT
Wasielah Noorsjamsi, Marcus Whale & Leeroy New
22 JANUARY 
THE CUTAWAY
Hosted by JD Reform

For a full list of post-show talks, salons and roundtables, see our website.


WORKSHOPS
Workshops are an invitation to have a go. Spend time with an artist, try out the tiny experiments, methods or provocations that shape their practice, and experience the work from ‘the inside out’.

MAKE A KITE + RECORD A WISH
Holly Austin
7–10 JANUARY
SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE (Creative Learning Centre)
Sessions at 10am, 11am, 2pm, 3pm daily
Free, registration essential

FIESTA ALIENS!
Leeroy New
9–23 JANUARY
DARLING HARBOUR 
10am - 4pm daily (except Mondays)
Free, drop ins welcome

PLAN YOUR FESTIVAL

Not sure how to get to all this excellence? We got you. Head to sydneyfestival.org.au/plan-your-festival for everything you need to know and do to have the best possible Festival experience.

TICKETS
For all pricing details, info and to book, visit sydneyfestival.org.au
Program live from 10am, Monday 19 October 2026.

ACCESS & INCLUSION
We welcome all visitors to Sydney Festival events, and make every effort to ensure the program is accessible to our whole audience.
All our events are held at wheelchair accessible venues. For further details on the Festival’s access program, precincts, venues and built environments, and for up-to-date information on shows including durations, visit sydneyfestival.org.au/accessibility

CONTENT WARNINGS
Please see our website event pages for all content warnings. 

CONTACT US
For disability access information and assistance, email access@sydneyfestival.org.au,or call us on 02 8248 6500.
Sydney Festival is happy to receive calls via the National Relay Service.

GETTING THERE
Public Transport 
We encourage you to use public transport when getting to and from Sydney Festival events. Walsh Bay Arts Precinct is a short walk from the metro station at Barangaroo.
For transport information visittransportnsw.info or call 131 500.

WILSON PARKING
Receive 10% off night and weekend parking when you prepay online using the promo code SYDFEST27. Only available at selected car parks in the Sydney CBD.
Terms and conditions apply.

Festival Feasts
We’ve partnered with some of Sydney’s best restaurants to bring you exclusive $30 and $55 set menus, as well as à la carte (ALC) menus near Festival venues. Ask for Festival Feasts and head to sydneyfestival.org.au/feasts to see what’s on offer.

