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CREATORS’ STATEMENT

Travelling beyond the Gobi Desert to meet a troupe of
acrobats that had never collaborated with foreigners
before, the words “perhaps you'd like to work with a more
cosmopolitan troupe?” rang in my ears. | looked down

on the vast Yellow River and determined to keep an open
mind; after all we had auditions around China. | needn’t
have bothered. The Qinghai Acrobatic Troupe captured
my heart within minutes, with intriguing and adventurous
personalities already jumping out at me across culture,
shyness and form, a unique “I didn’t expect that” style, a
real family ethos, a powerful work ethic, and a kindness to
stray cats... Well, long story short, we all fell in love.

All of us were inspired by the grit, glamour and wild
possibilities of jazz-crazed cosmopolitan 1930s Shanghai.
We banded together with extraordinary Cameroon dancers,
a beloved maestro, a genius Australian/Chinese indie pop
star, a bunch of lost 1930s Shanghai jazz tracks discovered
in a Mumbai warehouse, a red hot and spiked up jazz band,
and wildly acclaimed designers.

Across five countries and seven languages, we bring you
something wild, romantic, nostalgic, and very now: just like
Shanghai herself. The Club is open! Welcome!

Moira Finucane

It all started with the music. A bunch of lost 1930s
Shanghai jazz tracks discovered in a Mumbai warehouse
that grabbed me by the heart and wouldn’t let go. It didn’t
take long for the idea for Shanghai Mimi to take shape: an
exotic jazz-infused cabaret set in heady 1930s Shanghai
exploding with Chinese acrobats. But the real magic began
when | introduced director Moira Finucane to the Qinghai
acrobats, and then, when musical director John McAll came
on board, well, the rest is history.

Douglas Hunter

Moira Finucane rides the boundaries of genre and form
as a director, creator, performer and writer. She is hailed in
Australia as a “national treasure” (The Age), in Cuba as “the
magnificence of Total Art” (Cuba Tribune) and in London as
“outrageous & unforgettable” (The Times). The ‘salons of
humanity’ she creates span major gallery installations to
surreal dramas to the world’s most awarded ‘provocative
variety’ show. They are renowned for their exquisite
humanity, bold rule breaking, lifting-up of lesser heard
voices, and astonishing audience hospitality.

Her company Finucane & Smith has increasingly become
an Australian leader, breaking new ground from Beijing

to Buenos Aires, across 15 countries, in five languages,
winning 13 awards. Her Mandarin-language Australian
gothic The Flood premiered at Shanghai Grand in 2018 to
universal acclaim, and her Provocative Variety Glory Box
is now in its 15th year, with 13 countries and 400,000
audience members under its glittering belt.
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