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BEWARE OF PITY
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ABOUT THE SHOW

Hofmiller, a young soldier, is invited to Baron Kekesfalva’s
castle for a soirée. The evening is a great success, and
Hofmiller entertains with one amusing anecdote after another.

Drunk on his success, he asks the host’s daughter, Edith,
for a dance — but Edith turns pale. Hofmiller realises he’s
committed a faux pas, and when the girl’s cousin explains
that Edith is paralysed, he flees the castle in embarrassment.

The next morning, Hofmiller sends flowers to apologise, and
Edith sends back an invitation to tea. Soon, Hofmiller is a
daily guest at the castle, and Edith begins to fall desperately
in love with him. When Hofmiller realises, he proposes
marriage out of pity; but once Edith understands what has
happened, her initial delight turns into a despairing rage. ..

Beware of Pity deals with the question of compassion, and
how difficult it is to sincerely suffer vicariously with another.
This stage version, by German ensemble Schaubtihne
Berlin, is directed by Simon McBurney — actor, director, and
co-founder of legendary British theatre company Complicité.
It marks the first time that McBurney has worked with a
German theatre ensemble.

SCHAUBUHNE BERLIN

Led by Artistic Director Thomas Ostermeier since 1999,
Schaublhne premieres at least 10 shows per season,
alongside a repertoire of over 30 existing productions and
showcases at international theatre festivals.

Schaubiihne is an ensemble theatre where the actors,
dramatic characters and situations of a play take centre
stage. One of the theatre’s distinctive features is a stylistic
variety in approaches to directing, which includes new
forms of dance and musical theatre, and working with
notable directors from outside Germany.

Another unifying element is its search for a contemporary
and experimental theatre language that focuses on
storytelling and a precise understanding of texts both
classical and contemporary. Schaubiihne’s repertoire
encompasses the great dramatic works of world literature
alongside contemporary plays by internationally renowned
writers.
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